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her. The man who had fallen He 
beckoned back into His own loving 
fellowship, but they repel him. In 
one word, the criminal and the 
criminal classes stand to day, as a 
rule, in the large, to the Christian 
Brahman as a Pariah, not to be 
touched, not to be owned, not to be 
defiled, if one can help it, by even 
so much or so little as his passing 
shadow. The jail-bird, this is the 
fowl turned vainly out of the Chris- 
tian ark, and for whom the deluge 
never subsides.’’—BisHor C. HENRY 
POTTER. 


We are OAA least, to pre- 
vent the children from being crimi- 
nals. Who will help? 

ttt 

I believe that the Gospel is the on- 
ly power that can bring salvation to 
those especially that we are trying 
to reach, but it is necessary to get 
them togecher before they can be 
preached to. 

Some one has said: ‘‘The eleva- 
tion ef the poor is not to be accom- 
plished by mechanical devices of 
legislation or organization, as though 
poverty were a solid mass under 
which social jackscrews might be 
inserted to lift the whole; it is to be 
accomplished only as one life reach- 
‘es down and lifts up another life by 
the communication of strength and 
the contagion of personality.” 


To get a number together into a 
room is one of the best means of 
being enabled to communicative 
strength or to make personality 
contagious. 

tt 


It is hoped that Tur PARISH 
HELPER will soon have subscribers 
enough to pay the cost of publica- 


tion. 
ttt 


It is very desirable that a new 
work should begin in Germantown. 
The church has no work in that sec- 
tion of the city, and the field is 
quite ripe. 


If those who have the time would 
visit the Southeast section of this 
city, where in a wonderful manner 
Negroes, Jews, Italians, make up 
such a large portion of the inhabi- 
tants, how it would open their eyes 
as to the actuai condition of their 
city. 

How do these people live? Are 
they Christians? What is our own 
church doing for them? These and 
many other questions would be 
asked. Questioning would lead to 
action. 

May the good Master put it into 
the hearts of those who have so to 
give—some giving personal service ; 
others giving money, that soon, 
Philadelphia, from a Christian point 
of view, will rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. 


THE 


“PARISH * 


HELPER. 


CHURCH OF THE CRUCIFIXION, Bainbridge St., above 8th, ——— 


VOL I 


JANUARY, 1902, 50c. A YEAR. 


Published in the interests of the work 

of the Church of the Crucifixion 

Bainbridge Street, above Eighth 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Henry Le Pours... . . Rector 
1422 Lombard Street. 


“I was an hungered, and ye gave 
me meat: I was thirsty and ve gave 
me drink; I was a stranger and ye 
took me in.” 

ttt 

There are now just as many 
colored people in Pennsylvania, as 
in Missouri, although twenty years 
ago there were almost twice as many 
in Missouri as in Pennsylvania. 
And so the South is coming North. 
With that coming the responsibility 
of the church becomes greater. 


rit 

There is a black belt in the city 
of Philadelphia. One only has to 
walk or ride along Lombard street 
to prove the truth of this statement. 
We hear a great deal of what is be- 
ing done for black belts in the 
South. What is being done for the 


No. 2. 
betterment of Philadelphia’s black 
belt? Much; but much remains to 
be done. 

ttt 


As to the number of colored peo- 
ple in large cities, Philadelphia 
stands fourth. We have Washing- 
ton, Baltimore, New Orleans, and 
Philadelphia with its 64,000. 

How long will it be before she 
may be second or even first? Self- 
interest, if nothing higher, requires 
that church people should see that 
proper moral as well as religious 
training is given to the young, es- 
pecially, who are to take part in the 
government of the city. 

It is a wise and loving Providence 
who has placed so many poor peo- 
ple, needing the influence of the 
Christ at the doors of the Christians 
of Philadelphia. Now the Master 
comes and says tous: ‘‘Take these 
little ones—they are mine. I have 
died for them—and train them wel, 
and I will give you your reward.” 

THT 


The winter nights are cœ ld. Our 
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boys and men cannot be expected to 
remain at home. Home is not at- 
tractive enough. The street corners 
are too cold; where, then, shall they 
go? The answer must be given by 
Christian people of this city. Shall 
the Christ, in His children, walk 
through our streets cold and 
hungry ? 

In “The Master Christian’? Em- 
manuel stands at the closed door of 
the cathedral, shivering with celd. 
There He is found by a good arch- 
bishop. 

In the person of many a cold, ig- 
norant child, Emmanuel presents 
Himself in our city. Shall we al- 
low Him to stand out in the cold, 
because there 1s no room for Him in 
our hearts? 

To try and answer that question, 
as it ought to be answered, we are 
endeavoring to raise means to pur- 
chase the house next to tha present 
parish building. $2,000 more is 
needed. The paper for December 
brought in $57.00. 

Well lighted rooms, a gymnasi- 
um, bath rooms, are a necessity. 
The Master must not be insulted by 
offering poor things to the poor. 

Tt 

An average of $5.00 from each 
one to whom this little paper comes, 
in the name of the Master would 
give us all that is needed. 


If Christmas came with its mes- 
sage of love, telling us of God’s 
great gift, Epiphany cemes with its 
message too. 

It says: ‘‘Scatter the darkness 
by spreading the light.’’ 

Dark minds—dark souls—daily 
walk the streets of Philadelphia. 
Here is the Christian’s opportunity. 
Let him shine, by his gifts, if not 
by personal service at this season of 
the year. 


THT 


Light! Light! is what is needed. 

Weare told to let our light shine. 
How? By doing and giving. 

Doing! Ah, what a great privi- 
lege to be allowed to do something 
for the Babe of Bethlehem. If the 
angels were permitted, as we men 
are, how gladly would they embrace 
this glorious privilege. 

TT 

There are many whose days are 
but one long holiday. They are not 
living as Chinese, as Africans, as 
Indians. Why? They know and 
are enjoying the blessings of the All- 
Father’s gift. They are safe and 
happy, because of the presence of 
Emmanuel. Shall not their safety 
and happiness compel them to ask, 
what shall I do to show my grati- 
tude? Master, my heart overflows 
with gratitude and I will show it in 
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this way. Here is a token of my 
gratitude— 

“Oh, the cry of the children; the 
cry of the children! The httle 
helpless, innocent victims of the 
social maelstrom. All over the 
world (in Philadelphia too) their 
cry goes up to heaven, and woe to 
the nation, or the government, or 
dynasty that will not heed or hear 
them !”’ 

PT 


The poor want ideals and will 
live up to them; but therè must be 
workers to hold up these ideals. 
We have some heaven-sent workers, 
but we need more. 

If we cannot have volunteer work- 
ers we, i. e., the Lord Jesus, must 
have paid workers. 

Aoi 

The power of the environment is 
great. Think of the environment 
of the poor! Everything to drag 
them down. It is almost a miracle 
that they are not morally worse 
than they are. 

We need for them, in our work, 
pleasant rooms, pleasant surround- 
ings, rooms and surroundings into 
which we would not be ashamed to 
ask the Master to come. 


“Thy will be done on earth.’’ 
What is that will? Surely not that 
boys and men made in His image, 


should live in the city uf Philadel- 
phia, die and go to judgment and 
say, ‘‘I was poor and naked in the 
city of Philadelphia, and no one 
cared for me ; no one tried to lead 
me into the great epiphany light.’’ 


tit 

“The divine, Christly ideal of tbe 
ministry brings us into service for 
the whole people? (and every 
Christian is a minister.) An ideal 
ministry makes talent, scholarship, 
refinement, superiority of every 
sort—a debt to the world, rather 
than a luxury or an ornament. 
Not an act of Christ’s life, nor a 
word from His lips, gives any evi- 
dence that He would have tolerated 
the awful anomaly of clerical life in 
which a man ministers placidly in 
a palatial church to none but elect 
and gilded hearers, with all the 
paraphernalia of elegance around 
him, and with culture expressed in 
the very fragrance of the atmus- 
phere, while ‘Five Points’ and 
‘Boweries’ (and slums) are growing 
up uncared for by any labor of his, 
within hearing of his organ and 
quartette.’’ 

ttt 

“Christian society stands, as a 
body, with a front of brass turned 
inexorably towards the criminal 
classes. God forgives, but they will’ 
not, The woman that was a sinner 
He once welcomed, but they spurn 
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This crust is my body broken for. . “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 


thee, Yes; and I am to keep him from 
This water His blood that died on want, if I can. 
the tree; 


The Holy Supper is kept indeed 

In what so we share with an- 
other’s need— 

Not what we give, but what we 


The “Parish Helper’ is only 50 
‘cents a year. Stamps may be sent 
for subscription. 


share, i aes ; 
For the gift without the giver is The “Parish Helper will give 
bare: its readers a rest during July and 


Who gives himself with his alms | August. 
feeds three— 
Himself, his hungering neighbor 


and Me.” The members of the parish 


| gave $13.29 for the Martinique 


| and St. Vincent sufferers. 
CRIMINAL THOUGHTLESS- | ®” ia a ed 


NESS. | FE 
“Mr. Phillips, I am sorry to! The ice water fountain, in front 
bother you, but I am obliged to lof the Parish House, has been 


ask you to lend me some money. thoroughly repaired. 


I will pay you back in the fall.” 
“What is the trouble now?” | The addition to the Parish 
“Why, you see, my lady for | House for club purposes is going 

whom I work, ana for whom IH up nicely. It is a pleasure to 

finished a number of dresses last| watch it. Those bricks and mor- 
week, is gone off to Europe. She | tar represent so much love and 
owes me $——. Of course she thoughtfulness. 

will pay me when she comes back, | 

and I will return it to you. In The extension of the Kingdom of the 

the meantime, Willie is sick, and | Master and true patriotism require that 
must have some medicine ; Jennie | the best work and all the money needed 
has no shoes, and the agent says Should be sent among the poor. 


he hi k.| What is the use of Christianity if it 
oe ere The pent Pie weg `| cannot brighten the lives of the poor? 
Please help me.” 


| It can, but it must be given to them in a 
Comment unnecessary. | practical way. 
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In all the diocese of Pennsyl- | 


vania there was no happier con- | 
gregation than that which wor- 
shipped in the parish building of | 
the Church of the Crucifixion last | 
Sunday. The building is not. 
nearly finished, but we held’ ser- | 
vices and session of the Sunday- | 
school in two rooms of the build- 
ing. X 

We worshipped in rooms only 
half finished, rooms that only had | 
window frames in and no door, 
where a large one is to be. 

The rooms were not large 
enough and some stood up during 
the morning service. Still, every- 
body was happy. We worshipped 
in primitive style, but we were 
not as bad off as those who once 


had to worship in catacombs. 


We began morning service by 
singing “Praise God From Whom 
| All Blessings Flow.” 

At the Sunday-school session 
we sang “Home, Sweet Home.” 
And so, after four months of 
ecclesiastical exile, we began wor- 
shipping under our own “vine and 
fig tree” again. 

On Sunday, the 15th, we expect 
to use the rooms on the second 
floor, where we will have more 
space; and there we expect to re-. 
main until the church is finished, 
about October next. 

Our gifts in the way of church 
furnishing have been few. We are 
still waiting for an offer from 
some one to put a new organ in 
the church. We hope it is not a 
case of each one thinking that the 
other one will do it. 

Speaking of an organ, why 
should it be thought that because 
people are poor, they ought to be 
satisfied with poor music. 

Some day when Philadelphia is 
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awakened to the privilege of the city’s dust and heat where 
serving the Master, in the person they can rest for a few weeks or 
of the poor, the poorest districts for a whole summer. 


will have the finest churches and 
the best music. 

“Inasmuch as ye have done it 
for them ye have done it to Me.” 


There is no such place provided 


¿for colored people. 


Think, for example, of a child 
just recovering from typhoid 


No one should deny himself the fever who has to be left alone 
privilege of serving the dear Lord for a whole day while the mother 
| goes out to earn enough to buy 


in this way. 
SUMMER. 


Our work changes in the sum- 
mer, but it goes on. There is no 


cessation of labor, because there 


is no cessation of sickness, sor- | 
| brothers and sisters! 


row and suffering. 


The emaciated form of the con- 


valescent; the short breath of the 
consumptive; the diseased and 
weakened frame of the general 
sufferer, and the sorrowful cry >f 
the sick child meet us everywhere 

What is to be done for them? 
Where are they to go? How are 
they to get a breath of heaven’s 
fresh air, which they cannot get 
in their hot, stuffy rooms? 


Such people cannot be sent 


‘bread! 
| 


| planet believe that such a thing 


Would any one in another 


could happen in a Christian city, 
where God is represented to be 
Father, and all men and women 


Yet worse things than that are 
happening every day in the “City 
of Brotherly Love (?)” in sum- 
mer! 

How many who go to the 


| mountain, to the seashore, to the 


hither or thither. They are often’ 
‘and feeble, and the very poor can 


too weak simply to go for a day’s 
outing. Even if they could go, 
they would need the caretaker 
which they cannot get. 


country, to Europe, to anywhere 
and everywhere know or care how 
the submerged tenth live in ,Phil- 
adelphia during the summer! 

We need, and must have, a 
place, not far from the city, where 
the sick, the convalescent, the old 


be sent and cared for during the 
summer months. Those who can 


: barely afford it could also go to 


They need a place away from such a place and pay just the act- 


al cost of iiz 

Such outing places are ac- 
knowledged necessities. Rich 
churches provide them for their 
own congregations ; what are poor | 
churches to do? 

What is a church like the Cru- 
cifixion, to which hundreds of 
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| old man, bent, worn out and frail. 
As he drew near his former home 
there lay a leper, lank and wan, 
| cowering before him. 
“For Christ’s sweet sake, I beg 
| an alms,” the leper said. Sir 
Launfal saw in the beggar an 
| image of Jesus. 


poor people with no cnurch con- | 


nections look in these hours of, 


sickness and sorrow, to do? 
Somebody asks, “Well, what do. 

you actually propose doing?’ | 

Buy about five acres of land, not 


far from the city—Jersey prefer- | 


“He parted in twain his single 
crust, 

He broke the ice on the stream- 
let’s brink, 

| And gave the leper to eat and 

drink = aek 


able, because land is cheaper— | ' 


put up a summer house that could 
accommodate about twelve per- 
sons at a time. 

The initial expense would be 
the greatest. Yet, $2,000 or less 
would purchase the ground and 
erect the building. That certainly 


is not too much when one remem- | 


bers how much good such an out- | 
lay would do! 


POWELLS OLY s GRAD”) 


Far away over cold mountains “ 


and through fierce storms rode 


the young brave knight (Sir) 


Launfal) till youth turned to age 
and his hair was gray. 
after a vain search for “Holy 
Grail,” he turned homeward, an 


At last | 


Suddenly a light shone round 
| the place. 


| 
| “The leper no longer crouched at 


his side, 
But stood before him glorified, 
Shining and tall and fair and 
straight 
As the pillar that stood by the 
Beautiful Gate.” 
Sweetly now he spoke as the 
knight listened: 


In many climes without avail, 

Thou hast spent thy life for the 
Holy Grail; 

| Behold it is here—this cup which 
thou 

| Didst fill at the streamlet for me 

| but now; 
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ner, but in order that they may help | 


prayer as any one could desire to 


them to uphold and develop their | listen to. 


moral life. 


EE 


This prayer, of course, was ex- 


| tempore (7); and yet a large por- 


Another cause which blights their | tion of it, the opening part espe- 
self-respect is their dependence for | cially, was bodily taken from the 
pecuniary aid. It is hard to ask alms | “Book of Common Prayer s 


| 


and retain an erect mind. | 


In speaking to the clergyman af- 


Dependence breeds servility, and | terwards, he voluntarily informed 
he who has stooped to another can- me that he was brought up in the 


not be just to himself. ; 
The want of self-respect 1s a) 
preparation for every evil. 


| English Church. 


We have a good thing—the best 


| of its kind—intrusted to us. We are 


Degraded D angen hae a pe | trustees of “The Book of Common 
others’ esteem, the poo | Prayer,” (just as we are of our 


moved from the salutary restraint | 
of opinion ; and, having no caste to | 
lose, no honor to forfeit, often aban- | 
don themselves recklessly to the’ 
grossest vice. | 


pn 


Here then is one of the reasons | 


for getting many more to under- | 


wealth). We ought to make good 
use of our trusteeship. 

“To whom much is given of Him 
will much be required.” 

Much, in the way of wealth and 
intelligence, and a matchless book of 
service have been given to us. 

We will all try to remember that 


stand and love the services of the) our day of reckoning is coming. 


Episcopal Church. 


the hands of any boy or girl. 


Men and women ought to be glad | 
to engage in Sunday-school work, | 
in order that they may have the| 


| 
An intelligent use of the prayer | 
book is one of the best moral and | 


spiritual helps that can be put into | 
IR. C. Church, and he only the sec- 


What a to-do was made a short 
time ago over the ordination of a 
colored man to the priesthood of the 


ond or third that that church has 
ordained in this country. 
The P. E. Church has to-day 


privilege of teaching the young and | sixty colored priests, twenty-seven 
impressionable how to use this in- deacons and two bishops. 


estimable treasure—The Book of 
Common Prayer. 


Away from home, I attended a 
service, one Sunday morning in a 
Methodist Church. The prayer—a 
very long one—was for the most 


The conference of Church Work- 


lers among Colored People of the 
| United States will be held in St. 
Luke’s Church, Washington, D. oF 
| Oct. 14-17. To that conference all 
| persons working or interested in 
| the church’s work among people of 


part as beautiful and effective a|color are invited. 


| 
| 
| 
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We hope that every one to whom 
the Parish Helper comes this month | 
has had a pleasant and helpful sum- | 
mer. 


Our June number told how we 
had begun worshipping, in primi- 
tive style amid the ruins of the 
parish house. 

. Much progress has been made 


v since that time, but still we are 


holding service in a room where 
the workman’s scaffolding is yet. 


— standing, and no. windows are in. | 


One Sunday we were washed out 
and had to give up the service be- 
cause of the way in which the rain | 
took possession of the building. 

As one part of the building had 
to be made new, the old part had) 
to wait for the new, before the re- | 
pairs could be continued. | 

In our next we hope to tell of a| 
finished building. | 


¡parish house‘and the church will be 


finished about the same time. 


The summer activities of the 
parish have gone on satisfactorily. 


| We have been enabled to give sum- 


mer Outings to a number of children 
and adults. Some have been sent 
to the country, some taken to the 
park, and a few sent to the sea- 
shore. 


We are, however, more impressed 
with the fact that the church ought 
to have a home of its own. It needs 
it, because there are so few places 
within .reasonable distance of the 
city where boarding places can be 
found.:. 

It seems sometimes to be easier 
to get money than to find board- 
ing places. No one wants to take a 
person that is not quite able to take 


| care of himself. Yet in the hot days 


of summer it is the convalescent 
especially that needs the smell of 
the country air. 

Then, there are the boys. They 
are a terror. Nobody wants them. 
Yet the boys are not to be blamed. 

A boy who has been shut up with- 


The walls of the church are up! in the four walls of a city, nearly all 


y 
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the year, going into the country, the poor live; their joys and sor- 
wants room. He ought to have a rows; their attempts to do right 
few acres of land, in which he can) amid so many drawbacks; their 


spend his surplus energy—running, | 
leaping, playing ball, etc. Such) 
things cannot be done in the small 
places where we can get board for | 
them. | 

A house with about five acres 
of land around it is just what we 
need. | 


Those who have had their out- | 
ings of any kind can sympathize | 
with the multitudes who never leave | 
the city. | 

In that multitude I hear the 
Christ-child crying. In that multi- | 
tude I see the Christ-child suffering | 
—suffering for the want of the 
Father’s country and the Father’s| 
pure air. “Inasmuch as ye have! 
not done it unto one of the least of | 
these, ye have not done it unto! 
Me.” 


The wants and necessities of the 
multitudes in a large city like this 
are the grand opportunities which 
the Master has -offered to His 
people, whereby to prove their love 
for Him. 


There is no doubt but that there 
is love for Him; if we donot ‘get 
what we want, soon, it is rather be- 
cause of the existence of thought- 
lessness. I did not know. But 
where knowledge can be had, is it 
not wrong not to obtain it? 


A little more knowledge of how 


willingness to help one another, 
would be a revelation which would 
call forth astonishment, prayer, ac- 
tion from many who may not be 
doing much at present. 

“My people perish for lack of 
knowledge” has a very wide mean- 
ing. 

The privilege of helping another 
is the most glorious privilege given 
by God to us in this world. 

“He went about doing good.” No 
lovelier phrase in the New Testa- 
ment. ’ 

“He has left us an example that 
we should follow in his steps.” 

We can, most of us, go about 
doing good, and thus follow His ex- 
ample. 
| 
The Lord Jesus needs a few good 
| teachers at the Church of the Cruci- 
fixion. 

In the parish itself, there are not 
enough who have the intelligence 
and the time to teach Sunday- 
school. 

We must not send the blind to 
lead the blind. 

Sunday-school teaching is a most 
important work. 

It may be the only time that an 
opportunity is given to sow an im- 
mortal seed in a life. 

Under the Old Testament dispen- 
sation it was forbidden to offer any- 
thing defective to God. 

Are we permitted to do that un- 
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der New Testament covenant ? | —poverty in various forms—but it 
r Those who can should feel that must always be remembered that it 
it was their highest privilege to is not the physical suffering of the 
teach others. poor, but their relation to the rest 

We need teachers, especially for of society, to which their chief mis- 
men and boys. ery is to be traced. 

Wilk not those who pray every PENS SR es 
Ajai kn oer pa Thee | Poverty has it moral influences 

© Thy) on character It often impai 
harvest,” remember that that means, destroys self. sate ampaits and 
among other things Sunday-school The, ee fa Ps id 
teachers for the poor. : roe ene eee 
shippers of wealth, feel degraded 
i i | for want of it. 

Those who have tried faithfully They read in the looks and tones 
to work among the poor have al-| and manners of those possessin 
ways discovered that it was not al-| wealth the evidences of being a 
ways a question of giving only. garded as inferior beings. 

They have found that there was | '. They lack the force that is neces- 
much to be received as well as to sary to repel this cruel and disheart- 
give. ening falsehood. 

He who waters shall be watered. A man’s life does not consist in 

Me ao the abundance of the thi - 

Our reading room, which will be sesses. na ae ae 
ready before the next ‘issue of the The poor continually hear the 
Parish Helper, will need papers and word respectable confined to other 
magazines, which could be supplied. conditions, and the word low applied 
by friends of the work. | to their own. 

Two morning papers, two after- Habitual subjection to slight or 
noon papers, Harpet’s Weekly, contempt is crushing to the spirit. 
Harper’s Monthly, Review of Re-| Amidst outward humilation it is 
views, Atlantic Monthly, Ladies’ not easy for a human being to ap- 
Home Journal, Lippincott’s Maga- | preciate himself. 
zine, Missionary Review, Munsey’s| The poor, abandoned and spoken 
Magazine, Pearson’s Magazine, | of in terms of contempt, soon come 
and World’s Work are papers and | to identify poverty with moral deg- 
meee that would be prized and | radation. $ 
read. To identify poverty wit 

Books for the library will be glad- | degradation a p on Peah el 
ly received, but they ought to be idly on the moral ladder. 
new and attractive reading. Those who love God and love 
their fellows will mingle fr i 
I have spoken of outward needs] the poor, not in a patron i 


a 


We 
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Slovenliness is DEATH to self- 
respect. 

But we have been speaking of 
the girls, The boys are there too, 
They are under a teacher He is 
teaching them the art of caning 

Hands that can do something will 
always find something todo In. 
ability to do,is the devils opportun- 
ity. 

Cobblering and moulding are to 
be added just as soon as we can find 
the workmen and necessary means, 


In the mean time singing is 
heard in other parts of the building, 
Our musical director is there prac- 
ticing with her pupils or training 
members for the choir, 

The building is alive with the feel- 
ing of something going on. 

It is evening, and this is the time 
for guild meetings. 

Here is St. Agnes’ Guild—twen- 
ty or thirty female communicants 
Different evenings are given up to 
different occupations. Work is to 
be done for the Parish ; their intel 
lectual side is to be helped, or they 
are to be prepared (once a month) 
for holy communion. These girls 
are tobe HOME MAKERS, Out 
of those homes must go all that is 
to make for righteousness or unright 
eousness in the city,state or nation, 

Here is St. Peter’s Guild, Young 
male communicants are at the head 


of that. It is much easier to get 
hold of the girls than of the boys 

Ah ! for one good sensible, con- 
secrated Christ loving teacher, who 
will be willing to give one evening 
aweek tothis Guild, It would 
yield rich returns both for God and 
man, 


In another room you may meet 
St. Andrew’s Guild, 

This organization with its women 
auxiliary, numbers about one hun 
dred members. It has some bright 
intellects init, Besides meeting 
for its own intellectual and social 
good, it is trying to assist in the 
music of the church, by getting 
volunteers for the choir, and by 


helping to pay the expenses of the 
Choir, 


There is the “ Bainbridge Street 
Centre,” of the Uniyersity Extension 
work, The course this winter is 
being given by W, Wallace King, 
on Wednesday evenings, This year, 
it is under the auspices of this 
Guild, 


Continued in the next issue. 
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An Appeal for a Summer fome. 


While winter is on us with its many hardships for the 
poor, it is also true that Summer will bring its own 
trials and troubles, 

Then, there are sick children in close alleys and foul 
courts, panting for a breath of fresh air. There are con- 
valescent adults who need the bracing atmosphere of the 
country. 

We have no Summer Home where we can send 
Colored people. It is most difficult to find suitable 
boarding places for them. Large boys are not wanted 
anywhere. 

We propose purchasing about five acres of land in 
New Jersey, and put on it a plain Summer Home. 
About $1200 would give us all that is needed for im- 
mediate use. 

It is quite possible that a little more knowledge of the 
country might induce some of our young people to seek 
homes outside of the city and thus help to solve our in- 
dustrial problem. 

This appeal is sent not only to those particularly in- 
terested in the work of the Church of the Crucifixion, 
but to all who have a heart of sympathy for the suffering 
and neglected poor in our city. 

Contributions will be gratefully received by 


Ns Wa PHILLIPS, Minister, 
751 S. 15th Street. 
L. F. RONDINELLA, 
Sec’y of Vestry, 
728 Stephen Girard Building. 
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We paid a visit to Seventh and 
Lombard Streets in October. There 
we saw things that ought not to be 
in a city like Philadelphia 

Those things will cease to exist 
as soon as kypiphany Light has en- 
tered our churches and Christiaus 
will let their light (gotton from the 
Christ Light) so shine that man 
Will be benefitted and God glorified 

This month let us pay a visit to 
the Parish House, 

The door is always open and you 
are welcome to enter You are 
sure to find some one in it as the 
deaconess, a lay assistant and the 
janitor and his wife live in the build- 
ing. It has a home-like feeling. 

To understand just how it is used 
and to see those who come we must 
spend a week visiting it. 

It is Sunday morning—third Sun- 
day. In one of the rooms, used as 
our chapel, there is a celebration of 
the Holy Communion at 7 a. m. 

There may be fifteen or thirty 
communicants at this service, which 
lasts half an hour It is a pleasure 
to be there, for those who come 
seem desirous cf meeting their 
Lord, There isa feeling of PEACE 

Ona week day we enter the read- 
ing room, in the afternoon or even- 


ing. We see there those who de. 
sire to read, or use the room for 
companion-ship sake, 


In another room there 1s a con- 
stant stream of people going and 
coming—what are they doing? 
They have come to get their coal 
cards Like the wise ants, they 
have been saving during the sum- 
mer and now they can get coal for 
winter use. 

This fuel saving Society is a 
great blessing to hundreds of poor 
people. It teaches the value of 
small savings, and inculcates hab- 
its of thrift, 


The poor are naturally thriftless. 
[hey are great wasters. They de- 
spise small things. Any church 
that would work effectually among 
them must teach them HOW to 
save ; must give them the oppor- 
tunity. Through the fuel saving 
Society, about $300 is annually 
saved, 

Then there is the Stamp Saving 
System, Here the younger ones 
especially are incouraged to save. 

The stamps of the Theodore Starr 
Savings Bank are sold—stamps. in 
denominations from a penny toa 
dollar. These stamps can be re- 
deemed at any time at the bank, 
which is near Ninth and South Sts. 
Whena dollar has been reached, 
the owner is encouraged to take 
out a bank book. 

In this way savings are made for 
clothes, shoes, rent or pleasure, 
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This Savings Bank, of which I 
will speak in another paper, isa 
great institution 

A child with a bank book is on 
the road to self-respect. 


You cannot make an anarchist 
out of him, because he has respect 
for property, 

The Stamp Saving System has, 
then, its ethical side, 


It isthe third Friday inthe month, 
The usual Friday evening service 
has been held—plain, simple, with 
hearty singing. 

I like such a service. Here you 
often meet God’s Saints. 


The Service is over and the 
BENEFICIAL SOCIETY meets, 
This isa Saving Society for sick- 
ness or death. The members— 
varying from three to five hundred 
—pay 25 cents for admission and 


` monthly dues ranging from ten 


cents to sixty cents, 


The benefits are graded according 
to the amount paid monthly, 
- The members like it because 
there are no oppressive rules and 
regulations, 

The average expenditure among 
its members, is $600. 


Only those who KNOW what 
poverty among the poonmMeans can 
fully understand the. yblessings 
which stream out of this,Society. 


Say i ee 


It is Thursday afternoon, Inone 
of the rooms, you may see thirty’ 
or forty women sewing. This is 
“ Mothers’ Meeting.” They are in 
a pleasanter room than they have 
in their own homes, That is a 
great gain. They all seem happy, 
You may see some ladies giving 
them a treat froma phonograph, 
They enjoy it. Or the music box — 
is started, There is work and amuse- 
ment, 

The meeting closes with a short 
religious service. 

Then comes chocolate and cakes 
or crackers, This is always the 
happiest day in the lives of many 
of these mothers, 

Isit nota great privilege to be 
able to make other people happy ? 

But much material good comes 
out of these weekly meetings, 

The mothers earn a little money, 
Small though it may be, it may 
constitute all their living for the 
week. 

It is Friday afternoon, You en- 
ter the auditorium. Whata charm- 
ing sight. Perhaps 70 girls in class- 
es sewing, They are cheerful, and 
happy. ‘They, are. learning to do 
the, things,.which, otherwise they 
could. not,do.when they.are women; 

The. absence of .such knowledge 


' is.easily seen in the, garments worn 
| by.many of the older ones. 
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runaway cable car threatened the 
life of a baby on the track. It was 
“the Kid ” who rushed into the 
street and risked his life to save the 
baby. And « Fighting Mary., a 
little termagant who, with many 
misgivings, was invited to a dinner 
given by the College Settlement to 
some tenement girls, hid her piece 
of pie ın her bosom, and said, “ for 
mother.” 

Mr. Riis told how he searched 
for days and days for “a widow 
with five children,” such a family 
being especially wanted by a gen- 
tleman ina religious mission house 
for a western vacancy. After much 
tribulation he found just such’ a 
woman willing to go, Where was 


she employed? She had been’ the 
floor-scrubber in the mission house 
just the other side-of the said gen- 
tleman’s office door, but was willing 
enough togo, “Was not the hand 
of God in this?” asked Mr. Riis, 
“to show. us what we could do by 
neighborly service to those literal- 
ly at our doors ?” 

All through his lectures Mr. Riis 
from time to time utters striking 
sentences worth remembering in 
and for themselves, as ‘well as for 
their bearing on his story, Here 
are some of them: 

“ Whether you murder a man 
with an axe or with a house, it is the 
same crime, 

“When you teach the girls to 
cook, more than half the battle 


‘against intemperance is won, 

©“ The slunt~dwéller is not at- 
tracted by a scheme of salvation 
that means damnation in this life 
as far as he can see. 

“ [he slum never thinks ; it is 
always trying to forget, y 

“The idea that most of us have 
of the question, ‘am I my brother’s 
keeper’ ?*is that we are to keep 
him locked up : 

For the old three Rs of educa- 
tion we want to substitute the three 
Hs—Head, Heart. and Hand 

“Environment is go per cent, of 


it, The heredity that concerns us _ 


is the heredity of the future: 

“ We had made money our idol, 
It put its foot on our neck and trod 
hard, ei 

“ A pigsty will make a pig ofa 
man made in the image of God, if 
you give it time. 

“The man on top of his brother 
wants to keep his seat and sit there 
and he wonders. what this earth- 
quake is that shakes him this way 
and that. 

c The moral question is whether 
I love my neighbor.or kill him, 

“The Church was taking the 
thing for the soul of the thing. 

* Laws have to be ‘autocratic’ so 
long asa man’s brother hinders 
him instead of helping him, 

‘‘ Bosses succeed in being bosses 
because they are intensely human. 

“Never be afraid of the facts ; 
always remember that human souls 
live in human bodies ” 

We would like to give to our 
boys and girls plenty of room to 
play during the Summer. 


eper, 
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(Continued from the January number. ] 


On some of: the evenings, you | 


will meet, too, the Mite Society, 
Chancel Society, King’s Daughters 

You may find at some times, five 
different organizations in the build- 
ing at once, 

In one way or other, they are all 
making for the betterment of so- 
ciety and for the establishment of 
the Master’s Kingdom, 

Take away this Parish Youvse 
and you blot out much that is go- 
ing on for the spiritual, moral, in- 
tellectual and physical life of a 
large number of our ‘Colored peo- 
ple in the city, 

The gynasium is in use and is 
very popular. It is expensive, but 
is well worth the money expended 
on it, 

It has regular classes every even- 


ing under different teachers, 

We try to make Tuesday evening 
a social one for the young. Games 
are. played under older heads. 
Even in the matter of games, direc- 
tion is necessary, Children are to 
be taught, not only how to play, 
but how to behave. Fun must not 
degenerate into row-dy-ism. . 

Volunteer help is badly needed 
in this department, 

You wy see one of our social 
gatherings,—(entertainment.) 

Most of them are healthy and up- 
lifting, They would furnish gen- 
uine surprises to those who know 
of colored people only as “ cake- 
walkers” and singers of « coon 
songs.” 

If some of them, (few) do not 
seem to have much in them that is 
healty or uplifting, they at once 
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lead to the question, why ? They 
point out the work that MUST be 
done to TONE UP the moral sen- 
timent. 

You certainly cannot expect 
those who have been born in low 
tenement houses, reared in dark 
alleys and in the streets, drinking 
in profanity and general lowness 
from birth, excluded from the so- 


ciety of the refined and educated, 


to exhibit signs of culture and de- 
cency, 

Here is the great opportunity for 
those who live ina different and 
purer atmosphere, to come to the 
help of the Lord Jesus. Here is 
the opportunity for manifestation 
of love. 

Our Rummage Sale,once a month, 
has become an institution. 

Here much of what is given us 
in the way of clothing is sold for 
what seems to be a ridiculous sum, 
But two tangible gains are visible, 

(a) People prize what they have 
paid for. Things bought,do not so 
easily find their way to the pawn 
shop, 

(b) The money so gotten, (say 
$25 a sale) is used to pay the 
mothers for their work, expenses of 
the Sewing School etc, 

Money is needed for this work, 
and we try to make some of it in 
the building. Above all, pauper- 


ism must be avoided. 

Does any one want to see how 
poverty looks? . Visit the Sunday 
Morning Breakfast, given in the 
Reading Room at 8.30, followed 
by a short simple service, 

It may be a life of sin, or simply 
what ‘is called mistortune, which 
brings many of our people to this 
sad plight, 

Be it as it may, are they not the 
Father’s children? Shall not the 
attempt be made to let them know 
that? Is Christ powerless to reach 
them ? 

I do not believe it. But to make 
any permanent impression means 
the expenditure of time, love, 
money. 


Still in the Parish House, we vis- 
it the Sunday School. The infants 
are in their own beautiful room, 
The classes are scattered about in 
different rooms, Here is the op- 
portunity todo something, But 
where are the teachers, capable and 
faithful ? 

Were it not an actual tact, that 
in a city like this, with thousands 
of professing Christians, who can 
teach, or learn to teach, we cannot 
get half a dozen good volunteer 
teachers the thing would seem 
incredible. 

A comfortable church, perhaps 
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once a day and- then | idleness, 
amusements or social engagements 
seem to be the Christian’s rule. I 
that right ? í 

We have not in this magnificent 
field where so much can be done 
for the dear Lord and for man, a 
single volunteer MALE teacher ? 

What does itall mean? In spite 
of this condition ot things, we still 
hear about sacrifice ! 

Sacrifice! when Christian men 
[and the day will come] enter upon 
the life of LOVING SERVICE, 
we will have more teachers than we 
can give classes. That time will 
come—it will come when the love 
of God has taken posession of our 
hearts, but in the mean time, think 
of the glorious opportunity that the 
Christian is missing ! 

“Ich dien” should be every 
Christian’s motto. 


The subscription price of this lit- 
tle paper is 50 cents a month, 
Each issue costs $13. The “Helper” 
would be glad to have a large num- 
ber of subscribers if it is to live, 


The poor are suffering greatly— 
coal, which must be had is hard to 
get, and that only at ruination 
price, When 15 cents is paid for a 
bucket of coal, and many buckets 
must be bought, there is nothing 


left for the other necessities of life, 

“A” is probably dying, She 
was sick and had to remain and 
work ina cold, damp house, The 
result is serious sickness, The 
husband cannot attend to the little 
work he was doing, There are two 
babies to be looked after. This is 
not acase of wilful waste or neglect 
which may bring on woeful want! 

I could give a dozen such cases 
just now. 


“I was hungry and ye fed me, 
I was cold and ye made me warm. 
Receive your reward,” 


From Mr. Riis Lectures 
on “The Peril and Pres- 
ervation of the Home.” 
“ If you want a whole man,” said 

he, “you must have a whole boy. 

The good, useful, solid man of 

Christian character is always a boy 

who can play and likes to play.” 
To illustrate his point that even 

the alleged vicious children have in 
them splendid material, well worth 
saving, Mr. Riis tells the stories of 

“ The Kid” and “ Fighting Mary.” 

The former was a very bad boy, so 

called, who had just been photo- 

graphed at police headquarters for 

the rogues’ gallery, Escorted by a 

policeman and Mr, Riis, he stood 

on the curbstone of Broadway asa 


THE PARISH 


HELPER. 


unto one of the least of these, ye 
have not done it unto Me,” 


The Bishop will visit the Parish 
to administer the rite of confirma- 
tion on April 3rd, 8 p. m. 


Two subscriptions have been se- 
cured, during the month, for the 
“ Parish Helper.” 


Only 21 individual .subscriptions 
have been secured for our “ Sum- 
mer Home.” Some have contrib- 
uted through the Diocesan Branch 
of the Woman’s Auxiliary, which 
has done nobly, but certainly there 
are many others who could give 
small contributions—g440 at the 
least is still needed, 


Summer suffering in this city is 
so great that the sum of $5,000 
ought tobe easıly given for this 
special work. 


Can any one,with a human heart, 
look upon a child on a hot, sultry 
day, panting for a breath of fresh 
air, and turn away without a feeling 
of pity ? 


The following story is ascribed to 
Stephen Girard and others. It 
makes no difference to whom it 
rightly belongs, the moral is good:— 


Girard passing along, saw a 


crowd. He went near and discov- 
ered that a poor man’s horse had 
dropped dead. The people stood 
around the unfortunate man, utter- 
ing words of sympathy. Girard 
stood for a while, watched the 
crowd; put his hand in his pocket, 
drew out some money, (say $10) 
and gave it to the man, saying, “I 
pity you $10 worth, ” and turning 
to the crowd, said :—“ How much 
do you pity him?” 


God has come into our midst, 


He says; “I pity you all so much, 


Here is My lite; take it; it will 
help you,” 
Now He is saying to us; “ How 


much do you pity your fellow men, 
who sorely need your aid ?” 


There are about 70,000 colored 
people in the city of Philadelphia. 
Still they are coming from South- 
land, for the most part low and de- 
graded, ready for every kind of 
crime, Love for their souls and for 


the fair name of the city should 


compel action that would show 
itself in enthusiastic service. 
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A MISSION is to be held in the 
Parish from March 22nd to the 29th 
The Rev. J. Poyntz Tyler, Rector 
of the Church of the Advent will 
conduct it. 


The following prayer is being 
used in the Parish, and every read- 
er of this little paper is asked to 
offer it up at the Throne of Grace : 

Almighty God our Heavenly 
Father, who has given ‘Thy only 
begotten Son to die for our sins 
and to rise again for our justifica- 
tion,bless we humbly beseech Thee 
the MISSION which is to be held 
in our CHURCH, by converting 
the ungodly and strengthening 
Thy true servants with an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Remember, O, our God, the mul- 
titudes in our city who, though cre- 
ated in Thine image, are living like 


, 


the heathen and are perishing in 
their ignorance, and save them by 
Thy Almighty power. 

Be with Thy servant who will 
conduct the MISSION, by giving 
him such power from on high as 
will enable him to do all things to 
the praise, honor and glory of Thy 
Holy name. through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Scientists tell us a great deal 
about DEGENERATION in the 
animal and vegetable world—what 
of the Spiritual world? 

The Churchrhas increased numer- 
ically, but has real prayer increased 
in proportion? ; 

The Old Testament saints ; the 
saints in the early days of the 
Church, prevailed mightily with 
God. Doesthe Church of the 20th 
Century really believe in the efficacy 
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of prayer? 
How many individuals in it are 


spending, hours, not to say whole: 


days,in prayer for special blessings ? 


The Kingdom of Heaven suffer: 
eth violence and the violent [in 
prayer] take it by force, 

«9 More things are wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams of. 
Wherefore let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain for Me day 
and night,” 


Our religion needs intensity. 
We want to be more determined 
that the kingdoms of the world 
shall become the kingdom of our 
Lord. When such a spirit possess 
us, we will see to it that gospel 
candles are carried to dark places 
of the city and diocese, 


The church is nearing comple- 
tion. Itis an improvement on the 


one that was burnt. 


The Lord Jesus established a 
church to save the children. We 
neglect the children and are trying 


to establish juvenile courts for 


them. 

The Sunday School, under con- 
secrated teachers would make ju- 
venile courts unnecessary. 

The gospel ISthe power of God 
unto salvation That gospel be- 
comes a power in the lives of the 
little ones when intelligently and 
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lovingly carried to them. But 
where is the army of teachers who 
will say : “ Lord here am I, send 
mer” i 


We neglect the little ones. and 
then spend our money to build 
prisons and support an army of po- 
lice-men because the adults will 
not behave themselves, 

That is not God’s way ; it is not 
the sensible way. 


We neglect our little ones in 
order that we may spend our time 
making money, and then when sin, 
in some form has brought the adult 
into astate of chronic poverty, and 
old age forbids any kind of work, 
we establish charitable organiza- 
tions, and build alms houses, and 
say in that way we are doing our 
Christian duty. 

Genuine Christianity and real 
patriotism combined would almost 
do away entirely with charitable in- 
stitutions, alms houses and prisons, 

That would mean that’every one 
who could, would give both time 
and money to the poor and unfor- 
tunate when they are young. 


If the less fortunate were made to 
feel,in time, that the more fortunate 
were interested in them, it would 
soon raise their life to a higher 
plane, It would make them think 
more of themselves. 


> 
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If habits of thrift were lovingly 
taught, poverty would soon be di- 
minished to a minimum.. But all: 
that would mean personal service— 
personal service among people and 
in places where Christian people re- 
fuse to go. 

If Jesus were living in Philadel- 
phia today, would He refuse to go 
to such places and among such 
people? Personal influence is what 
tells. 


The poor feel that they are de- 
spised and neglected because of 
their poverty, andthat takes away 
all ambition to do better, 

In other cases, they simply do 
not know HOW to live, and 
scolding or preaching to them from 


afar cannot help. Personal sympa- 


“thy is what is wanted. 


David Livingstone could travel 
through Africa unarmed and un- 
harmed. because people every where 
understood that he sympathized 
with them. Heart spoke to heart 
even when language was wanting. 

In Philadelphia many Christian 
people are afraid to go to 8th and 


Bainbridge streets, because they. 


think their lives would not be safe 
ia that neighborhood 


On Sunday afternoon, March 8th, 
the Kev W. Hudson Shaw preached 
in the Church of the Crucifixion. 


The day was stormy, yet many 
came to hear him, some of whom 
were, probably never in the neigh- 
borhood before. The DESIRE to 
hear Mr Shaw was present and 
everything else was forgotten. 

The DESIRE to work for the 
Lord Jesus would bring many to 
this neighborhood, every Sunday 
and during the week. 


At this season it is the fashion- 
able thing to rush to church to hear 
some fashionable preacher. That 
seems tobe considered as a suffi- 
cient performance of Lenten duties, 

I venture to assert, if there was 
less church going and more gen- 
uine self sacrifice in the way of per- 
sonal work for the Lord Jesus, ° 
those individuals who did such 
things, would be much nearer their 
God, at the end of Lent, than by 
simply going to fashionable church- 
es to hear great preachers. 


If the Church-is not making self- 
sacrificing workers she is a failure. 
The only way in which God 


‘could prove to us: that He loves us 


was by doing something for us. 
God so loved that He GAVE. 


“Willa man rob God?” He 
who with-holdest from the poor the 
moral and Spiritual good which he 
could give to them is robbing God. 
“ Inas much as ye have not done it 


